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April l,2002

Mr. Jack Savage
OilTech,Inc.
5615 North 6300 West
Morgan, Utah 84050

Re: Deficient Notice of Intention to Comrnence Small Mirring Activities, Oil Tech, Inc., Rawlride
Mine, 5/0471076, Uintah Courrtv, Utah

Dear Mr. Savage:

Thank you for your revised Notice of Intention (NOl), received by the Division March 22.2002,
cottcerning your proposed small rnining program located irr Section 10, Township 9 Soutlr, Range 25
East. SLBM, Uintah County, Utah. The notice does not satisf,v the requirenrents of RLrle R647-3 of the
Utah Mined Land Reclarnation Act of 1975, Title 40-8, et seq., Utah Code Annotated.

The following infonnation is still required:

I . Please provide complete acreage figures and clarify those you have provided. The NOI
does not include the area already disturbed. This area is rnostly in Section l5 of
Township 9 South, Range 25 East, but the NOI indicates mining activities rvould only be
inSectionl0. ThetextoftlreNOlsaystheprocesssitepadwouldbe4l2' X3l0'.the
Mine Site Map #4 sltows it as 145' X 350', and the detailed plant site rnap included with
the NOI indicates it would be 350' X 445' . Please resolve these cliscrepancies.

2. Although some changes have been nrade to the Mirre Site Map #4, the disturbance
calculations have not beeu clranged. Also, please provide a uew copy of this rnap
showing the areas you intend to disturb and excluding tlrose areas that have been cleleted
from your plans.

3. The Mine Site Map #4 does not show the substation location, altlrough it
is included in the list of disturbances.

4. The NOI does ttot show the size of disturbauce with tlre mine decline, turnarouncl. and
vent shaft. It also does not show any surfhce access to tlris site. While we understand
the difficulties in planning the nrine, we need to know rvhere these facilities will be and
the size of the disturbance before we can pernrit thenr.
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7.

Althouglr the Nol indicates you will have an agreenrent in place before you begirr usilg
or make changes to the service road that parallels the powei lines, we need to know that
you lrave alr agreelretlt with the entity that is responsible for the road before allowing
you to use the rock as a road surfacing nraterial.. lt appears tlre work to upgrade this
road may not be so extetrsive that the road would need to be permitted; honiever, we are
still concerrred about the rock you plan to use on the road. Before mine development
waste could be used on the road, we would need to know the chemical nature oithis
material.

Please indicate how and where you plan to clispose of mine development waste. The
volume of materialthat woLrld be generated is such that it would not be practicalto use
all of it orr the access road.

The NOI says there ttray be A one-acre tenrporary sulface stockpile of spent sftale r,rntil arr
underground rootn is cleared. The shale nrav then lre taken underground. However, the
NOI still cotrtaitrs the option tlrat tlre material could be taken to a disposal area in tlre
abandoned Gilsonite tretrclres. We neecl to knorv clefinitively wlrere you rvill dispose of
this material. These disposal areas need to be perrnitted, and we rreed to knowtliatyou
have riglrt of entry. We also Iteed inforrnation about the chemical nature of the speut
shale and what effects tltis rnaterial mi-qht have on grouncl or surface water.

The NOI contains a ltote t}om Byron Merrell that he spoke with Jean Sinclair of the
Bureau of Land Matra-uemettt wlro irrclicatecl there are no threatened, endangered, or
sensitive plalrts in the area. Please provide u,ritten clocumentation fi-om Mi. Sinclair.
Also, please provide infornration indicating u,hether the area contailrs lrabitat for the
mountain plover.

The lease trumber shorvtr in the NOI is ML 48952, but, according to SITLA, tlre correct
number is ML 48592. Please nrake this correction.

Tlre Divisiort is in receipt of a letter datecl Marclt28.2002, frorn SITLA indicating (item
3) that you intend to drill exploratiorr holes. As stated in their letter, these need to be
approved before you drill thenr.

When I spoke with you attd Byron Merrell in a conf'erence callon March 28,2002,1 indicated I
would contact the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to cletermile whether a cultural resources
survey would be required. Since SITLA is requiring the survey, I will not contact SHpO at tSis tirne.

On April I , 2001 , I telephoned the Division of Water Quality arrd spoke with a person in the
ground water regulatory section. Because we currently have limitecl infonnation about the nature of the
spent slrale and about ground water irt the area, this person was not certain whether approval frcim their
agency would be required. However. lte ittfornrecl me that you slrould advise their oifice if tlrere is any
clrance that ground water could conre in coutact with tlre rnaterial and that the ground water would be
contaminated.

5.

6.

8.

9.

10.
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Do not hesitate to call me at 80 l -5 38-5261 if you have any questions about this review. The
!iv!1on will suspend rwiew and await your amended Notice of Intention. In reply, ptease refer to51047/076. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

uv@L
Paul B. Baker
Senior Reclamatiotr Biologist

.ib
cc: John Blake. SITLA

Don Ostler, Water euality
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